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Dear AIA-LA Society Members,

We hope you have been enjoying our 2023 programming so far and are looking forward to another great year of 
local archaeological lectures, conferences, events, and outreach. Having so many institutions devoted to 
archaeology in LA County means that we will have no shortage of in-person events, but rest assured there will 
continue to be plenty of talks accessible through Zoom as well.

Events: We have already held our William McDonald Lecture in Aegean Prehistory (Dr. Debby Sneed of CSU Long 
Beach on January 15th) and our Spring Ahmanson Lecture (Dr. Justin Dunnavant of UCLA on January 29th). Our 
next spring lecture will be given by Dr. Hector Williams of the University of British Columbia who will be delivering 
our National Lecture entitled “Goddesses, Whores, Vampyres, and Archaeologists: Uncovering Ancient Mytilene” on 
Sunday, March 5th at 1201 9th St. in Manhattan Beach (it will also be simulcast via Zoom). Later this spring, Dr. 
Sarah Clayton of the University of Wisconsin will give the Anawalt Lecture in New World Archaeology entitled “The 
End Of Teotihuacan: Perspectives On Collapse And Regeneration From Beyond The Ancient Metropolis” via Zoom 
on Tuesday, May 9th at 5:30pm. It has been great to see the amazing turnouts for all of our lectures this year (both 
in-person and via Zoom) and look forward to keeping these numbers up so we are awarded more sponsored lectures 
in the future. We thank the AIA for their continued support of our local society!

Student Scholarships: Thanks to the generosity of our local members, we are once again able to sponsor two 
undergraduate fieldwork scholarships at $1200 each for summer 2023. The call for applications will go out with this 
spring newsletter. The deadline for submissions will be Friday, March 31st (see attached for more details). 

Membership: We hope you have continued to receive your subscription to Archaeology magazine as part of your 
membership. If, however, you are not receiving it, your membership may not be current or your address may be 
incorrect. You can renew online. Please also consider inviting friends and neighbors to join, and point them to our 
website and/or forward this newsletter to them. We will be offering a series of opportunities available only to AIA- 
LA members this year, including private tours of upcoming museum exhibitions, as well as our “Have an 
Archaeologist Over for Dinner” series.

Web Portal and Weekly Roundup: Our web portal and weekly email roundups remain the principal gateways to stay 
updated regarding our archaeological programming. Our web committee is working to continue to expand this 
presence and make it as user-friendly as possible. If you have any comments or suggestions, please feel free to 
email me at kseligson@csudh.edu and check out https://aia-la.org/ for updates. 

Funding opportunities: This year, we will continue our outreach push to encourage archaeological interests among 
K-12 students with the help of our K-12 liaison, Dawn Cox. If you have not yet seen it, Dawn’s contributions are 
already being recognized at the national level. Your donations to the local society will allow us to continue to offer 
the annual undergraduate scholarships and support K-12 archaeological outreach. If we are able to raise enough 
funds this year, we are hoping to also sponsor a graduate student scholarship in the near future. The AIA also 
continues to offer a range of funding opportunities to students and scholars, including fellowships, publication 
grants, and field school scholarships, as well as the Site Preservation grant, and grants for excavation, survey work, 
and research. Further information can be found here .
 

Lastly, I want to encourage you to reach out to any of the board members or myself with any questions, concerns, 
or interests you may have. We sincerely look forward to seeing you in person or online this year. With best wishes 
and gratitude for your continued support,

February 2023

Ken Seligson, Ph.D.
President, AIA-LA County Society

https://csudh.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvfu6gpzMqHd0WHHdtBdC2wkSE30_3q8H9
https://csudh.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpcO6urj0vEtU4M1sRWCvBWQvWSc7t-9Nl
https://www.archaeological.org/join/
https://aia-la.org/
https://www.archaeological.org/learning-archaeological-skills-at-a-young-age/
https://www.archaeological.org/programs/professionals/grants-awards/


Schedule of events: Spring 2023

Sunday, February 26th, 1:30pm PT                  
Bowers Museum, Orange County
AIA-Orange County National Lecture
Dr. Patrick Hunt, ““Otzi The Iceman”: Forensic 
Science And Ancient Medicine In A Cold Case 
Murder”

Saturday, March 4th, 9:00am – 4:00pm PT                              
CSU San Bernardino
Southern California Mesoamerica Network (SoCal 
MesoNet) Symposium at Cal State San Bernardino, 
a full day of speakers on “Crafting in 
Mesoamerica”

Sunday, March 5th, 2:00pm PT           
 1201 9th St. Manhattan Beach (and via Zoom)
AIA-LA National Lecture 
Dr. Hector Williams (UBC), “Goddesses, Whores, 
Vampyres, and Archaeologists: Uncovering 
Ancient Mytilene”

For additional information about society events, contact Ken Seligson (kseligson@csudh.edu). 
Consult our web page for updated information. More events will be included in our weekly round-ups.

Sunday, April 23rd, 2:00pm PT                              
Concordia University, Irvine, CA
AIA-Orange County Lecture
Dr. Ken Seligson (CSUDH), “The Big Reveal: 
Airborne Laser Scanning and the Archaeology 
of the Northern Maya Lowlands.”

Tuesday, May 9th, 5:30pm PT                                          
Virtual via Zoom
AIA Roger and Patricia Anawalt Lecture in 
New World Archaeology
Dr. Sarah Clayton (UW Madison), “The End Of 
Teotihuacan: Perspectives On Collapse And 
Regeneration From Beyond The Ancient 
Metropolis.”

Local Exhibitions

Additional Programs and Lecture Series

AIA Orange County Lectures
Getty events and talks

Pourdavoud Center
Stavros Niarchos Hellenic Center, UCLA/

Getty Villa
Nubia: Jewels of Ancient Sudan (thru 4/3/2023)
The Gold Emperor from Aventicum (5/31/23 – 1/29/24)
The Horse and Rider from Albania (7/26/23 – 1/29/24)
The Getty’s Egyptian Book of the Dead (11/1/23 – 1/29/24)

Fowler Museum
Intersections: World Arts, Local Lives (Ongoing)

LACMA
Afro-Atlantic Histories (thru 9/10/23)                              

AIA-LA Getty Liaison Dr. Sara Cole will be leading another tour of the 
Nubia: Jewels of Ancient Sudan exhibit in March - stay tuned for more details!

https://aia-oc.org/date/otzi-the-iceman-forensic-science-and-ancient-medicine-in-a-cold-case-murder/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=473029561712971&set=a.386531820362746
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=473029561712971&set=a.386531820362746
https://csudh.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvfu6gpzMqHd0WHHdtBdC2wkSE30_3q8H9
https://aia-oc.org/date/the-big-reveal-airborne-laser-scanning-and-the-archaeology-of-the-northern-maya-lowlands/
https://csudh.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpcO6urj0vEtU4M1sRWCvBWQvWSc7t-9Nl
https://csudh.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpcO6urj0vEtU4M1sRWCvBWQvWSc7t-9Nl
https://aia-oc.org/lectures-and-events/
https://www.getty.edu/visit/cal/
https://pourdavoud.ucla.edu/events/
https://hellenic.ucla.edu/


S p r i n g  2 0 2 3

On January 15th, Dr. Debby Sneed (CSULB) gave
the William McDonald Lecture in Aegean
Prehistory entitled "Ten Fingers and Ten Toes:
Disability and Infanticide in Ancient Greece" at
1201 9th St., Manhattan Beach and on Zoom
(recording available upon request).

JANUARY 
LECTURES

On January 29th, Dr. Justin Dunnavant gave 
the Spring 2023 AIA-LA Ahmanson Lecture 

entitled "Have Confidence in the Sea: 
Archaeologies of Marronage" at the Cotsen 
Institute and on Zoom (recording available 

upon request).
 



Goddesses, Whores, Vampyres, and Archaeologists: 
Uncovering Ancient Mytilene

Contact Ken Seligson (kseligson@csudh.edu) with any questions

AIA-LA
N A T I O N A L  L E C T U R E

SUNDAY, MARCH 5TH
2PM PT

1201 9th St., Manhattan Beach

and Simulcast Live via Zoom

Dr. Hector Williams
Professor Emeritus 

of Greek Art and Archaeology
University of British Columbia

Mytilene was one of the most famous and wealthy cities of the northeastern Aegean and the
most important city on the island of Lesbos. Home to the great lyric poets Sappho and
Alkaios, it flourished down to the end of antiquity. The talk will present two areas of the city
that we have excavated: a sanctuary of the fertility goddesses, Demeter and Kore, on the
acropolis, with its many altars and hundreds of votive dedications and a multi-period site near
the large North Harbour. This site contained material ranging from an 18th century Ottoman
cemetery with a vampire burial down to a rich range of imported fine painted pottery from
just after the time of Sappho. Later on it became a Hellenistic industrial district and then a
Roman villa that in the late Roman period seems to have become a tavern/brothel.

M a r c h  2 0 2 3

https://csudh.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvfu6gpzMqHd0WHHdtBdC2wkSE30_3q8H9


M a y  2 0 2 3

T U E S D A Y ,  M A Y  9 T H ,  5 : 3 0 P M  P T

V I R T U A L  V I A  Z O O M

DR. SARAH CLAYTON
PROFESSOR OF ANTHROPOLOGY

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

AIA-LA
R O G E R  &  P A T R I C I A  A N A W A L T
L E C T U R E  I N  T H E  P R E H I S T O R Y  
O F  T H E  A M E R I C A S

The End Of Teotihuacan: 
Perspectives On Collapse And Regeneration 

From Beyond The Ancient Metropolis

Email Ken Seligson (kseligson@csudh.edu) 
with any questions.

Teotihuacan emerged in central Mexico during the first
millennium CE as one of the earliest major cities in the western
hemisphere. For centuries, it prospered as the capital of a
powerful state that dominated the surrounding region until its
dissolution during the 500s CE. The breakdown of Teotihuacan
left a fractious sociopolitical landscape in its wake, and the
subsequent period was marked by instability, violent conflict,
and large-scale migration. This was also a time of resilience and
ingenuity, however, as people reconfigured social networks
and created new communities. In this talk I examine these
changes from the perspective of a settlement called
Chicoloapan, located 40 km south of Teotihuacan.
Chicoloapan grew rapidly in the generations surrounding the
decline of Teotihuacan and continued to prosper as an
autonomous settlement for several centuries.

https://csudh.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpcO6urj0vEtU4M1sRWCvBWQvWSc7t-9Nl


VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION
 

I enclose:
$___________ to support the 2023–2024 programs of the Los Angeles Society of the AIA.
$___________ contribution to the Undergraduate Fieldwork Scholarship
$___________ contribution to support a new Graduate Student Fieldwork Scholarship
$___________ contribution to support: ___ National lecture; ___ Book talk; __________ social event

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail (strongly recommended for current updates): ______________________________________
      This is a new or corrected address

Please make your check payable to the AIA LA Society and return it in the enclosed envelope to our 
treasurer:

 
John Cameron, PO Box 216, Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274.

 
DONATIONS ARE FULLY TAX-DEDUCTIBLE



ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
Los Angeles County Society, est. 1903 

https://aia-la.org/ 
 

**Undergraduate Fieldwork Scholarship** 
 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Friday, March 31st 2023 
 

The Los Angeles County Society of the AIA invites applications from current local student members for 2 

scholarships for up to $1,200 each for fieldwork in 2023. These scholarships are intended to assist undergraduates 

gain their first archaeological field experience to explore professional training and careers in an archaeology-related 

field, and to encourage student membership in the AIA (only $25: http://www.archaeological.org/join). This award 

is to support participation in an archaeological field project in summer or fall of 2023, with preference given to those 

without prior field experience. Awards can be used to cover any eligible expenses including travel, accommodation 

or tuition costs directly related to fieldwork participation. The first part, $1000, is disbursed upon receipt of the 

award, while the remaining $200 will be provided after fulfillment of the remaining requirements of the fellowship, 

namely submission of a brief report about their project, usually at the AIA-LA Society Fall Garden Party (virtual or 

otherwise) and also written up for the LA County Society Newsletter (approx. 500 words). Students who receive or 

have received other awards, such as the AIA Archaeological Field Scholarship, from the Institute for Field 

Research, or from their home institution, are not eligible to receive this award. (If there is any question about 

requirements or eligibility, please email us at the address below.) 

 

PLEASE INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WITH YOUR APPLICATION 

 

Applicant information (name, mailing and email addresses, phone number; AIA Membership number) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budget: (outline major expenses of your fieldwork participation, and list any other sources of support and 

amount). Please note that support already received does not limit your elligibility.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Narrative (500 words max.): Discuss the impact that participation in the field project will have on your 

development as an archaeology student. Please include information about (a) any courses you have taken or relevant 

experience (internships, travel, other fieldwork, etc.), (b) the general scope of the field project and your role in it, 

and (c) your plans for future study and work in archaeology and how the proposed field experience will assist those 

plans. Awards will be made to students who best demonstrate how the experience will make a substantial difference 

to them. 

 

Letter of support from excavation director: Please have a letter from the director of your field project, confirming 

your plans and explaining your role in the project emailed to the address below. Include the following: 

Director name: ___________ 

Email: ____________________ 
 

Please email applications (cover letter with narrative, completed form) and letters of support to: 

losangeles.archaeology@gmail.com 

https://aia-la.org/
http://www.archaeological.org/join
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